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Abstract

This article aims to compare the content and linguistic strategies that appear in the publicizing
utterances for inviting to prevent COVID-19 between Chinese and Thai. Researchers collected
Chinese language data in public areas in Sichuan Province P.R. China, while Thai language data
was collected from the website of the Ministry of Public Health of Thailand, a total of 86 data were
analyzed by the Content Analysis and Pragmatics. The results showed that Chinese data and
Thai data share some same features and have some unique features on Content and Linguistic
Strategies, which could reflect some differences in social culture between China and Thailand.
For example, do use serving chopsticks for Chinese people, while do not to take a meal face to face
for Thai people, and family members matter a lot for Chinese people, while Thai people are
interested in “merit”. There are 3 linguistic strategies including speech acts, metaphors, and
modality. Both Chinese and Thai use orders, invitations; reasoning was found only in Chinese, while
requests, advice, and warnings were found only in Thai. The metaphor COVID-19 IS ENEMY and
PREVENTING FROM COVID-19 IS WARM TEMPERATURE appears in both Chinese and Thai.
However Chinese still use metaphor NOT PROTECTING FROM COVID-19 IS TRAVELING TO A BAD
DESTINATION. Chinese use only one kind of modality: must, while Thai has a wider choice of

modalities: must, should, may.
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