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Mr. Rector of the University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce, the Vice President of the IDB, Mr. Antoni Estevadeordal, Khun Kiat Sittheeamorn, President of the Thailand Trade Representative Office, Excellency the Ambassadors of the Latin American countries in the Kingdom of Thailand and to other members states of ASEAN, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen.
Every time the MC introduces me like that I feel old. This always begins with my high school scholarship which was in 1967 and I have something in common with Dr. Jakarin. We were exchange students to the United States together but two different generations. And then we both work in order to promote regional cooperation between South East Asia and other parts of the world. In this case between ASEAN South East Asia and the Latin American and the Caribbean countries. And both of us agree that the new language of the policy is certainly economics. The language of the policy in the new world order is certainly investment, trade, tourism and development. To this, it is my honor and pleasure to be at this inaugural event of this SEA-LAC Trade Center of University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce. In this initiative, that is both timely and indeed very critical to the relationships between South East Asia and Latin America and the Caribbean because the world is transforming, changing and going through a very, very quick and fast age of change all over. The crisis that we are facing now globally is going to open up opportunities and going to provide us with new set of challenges. The regional groupings like ASEAN, MERCOSUR, the Andean Group and various other groups in Latin America, in the Caribbean and in East Asia will become the cornerstone of resolution to many of those challenges and problems that we are facing together. Despite the distance between Latin America and the Caribbean and South East Asia, we have so many things complementary to each other. We have the size of the population about 580 million people in each region. We have a similar level of economic development. We have tremendous natural resources in our possession and we are linked by the great Pacific Ocean. We had already created connectivity between us through an architecture of cooperation of the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC). In fact, I am told by Mr. Estevadeordal from the IDB that there is an initiative along the Pacific Coast of Latin America and it’s called the Pacific Group and it has been driven by Mexico, by Peru, by Chile. We look west toward the Pacific and toward the Western Pacific and toward Asia, or East Asia. That initiative with the Vice President is only possible because we, and three countries in the diversity, Chile, Mexico and Peru are indeed members of APEC. So this new architecture, this new regional cooperation and organization are going to be the foundation of the new world order because as the world integrates, it also competes. As we integrate and compete, we also complement each other and we expose each other to our problems, our challenges, our weak points. Integration comes with both the upside and the downside. The world is getting smaller in fact the world is flatter than before to use the word of the New York Times, columnist’s statement. The world is flat and when it is flat, trade flows, investment should flow, tourism must flow and along with trade and people and investment, we are exposed to each other’s problems too. 
It is inevitable that we must cooperate, that we must serve as the foundation and cornerstone of our regional evolution into a stronger and more effective regional entity. For East Asia, our trade representative, Khun Kiat Sittheeamorn, ASEAN certainly has done our parts in pushing the evolution of regional cooperation. ASEAN is a collection of small and medium-sized countries and states. If you can call Indonesia with 230 million population small and medium but together we are small and medium who came together to become one regional organization and welcoming all and offering our forum to various actors, who have any interests in East Asia in our community here through the Western Pacific. And through this creativity, through this innovation of connecting all of us with the major players around the world, through a mechanism of dialogue partnerships, we could bring Canada in. We could bring Russia in. We could bring the US in. We could bring 27 members of European Union in. We could bring India in. We could bring China, Japan and Korea in. They are our dialogue partners. Together we form a nest of relationships that would seek to contribute peace, stability and prosperity for the global community. In the middle of this month, ministers, foreign ministers from all these dialogue partners of ASEAN will be coming to Phuket and I hope the red shirt will allow them to proceed peacefully and effectively this time around. I understand Pataya wants to host this ministerial meeting again but it is a wisdom of the government now that we should go to an island, far away to the south not the Gulf of Thailand but the Indian Ocean so that the atmosphere and the ambience will be conducive to this very very important deliberation of our dialogue partners. The counterpart from Moscow is going to be there. All ministers of China, Japan, Korea, Canada, the EU, India are going to be there. We hope to deliberate on many many important issues facing us here in the region including the issue of the Korean Peninsular. So the new world order is going to challenge us to respond, to accept the challenges globally that the world has not seen before. The way in which the world consumes natural resources, the way in which the global community exploits natural resources: the sea, the river, the atmosphere, the earth. That way is now being put under question whether that is the way that is going to be sustainable, whether that is going to be the way that the global community challenges us into the future in the 21st century and onwards. Because the fact of the matter is we are over consuming the capacity of the earth. I am talking about environmental challenge. I am talking about the world is running out of gas literally. The quite urgent agenda is the agenda of the new world order, Latin America and South East Asia with our richness in natural resources, with our richness in the rainforest, in the tropical forest must work together, must share, must cooperate, must coordinate in order to respond to the global challenge together at our best. Well in East Asia it is going to be the center of globe for the 21st century. If this is according to Khun Kiat, the largest business space in the world, Japan, China, Korea, India, the ASEAN countries if this is collectively going to be the largest business space in the world. This largest business space with its growth, with its dynamism, with its resources, with its technology must also contribute to the way in which the world promotes each other. That’s why from this region, six countries are invited into the G-20 Summit Meeting. China, Japan, South Korea, Indonesia, India, and Australia all of those are in the ASEAN formula. In Latin America, Brazil, Argentina and Chile are members of that G-20. The challenge before East Asia, ASEAN and Latin America would be this. Not our growth, not our foreign growth, we have a lot, not our resources we have in abundance. Certainly not our combining GDP but how much each region can contribute to the reform of the global institutions with the World Bank, with the IMF. I think we have accumulated enough. I think we have benefited enough from the global institutions set up after the World War, Second World War. The world has changed. We have changed. The systems have changed. These institutions must be transformed in Asia. The measure of our success will be how much we contribute into the new architecture of the world and Latin America is certainly doing its parts. Brazil, Mexico, Argentina, Chile leading the region. But together we must work. We must cooperate. We must coordinate in order to bring that new world order facing new challenges in the global community together.
For Latin America and South East Asia and East Asia there is something called the Forum for East Asia and Latin America Cooperation. And for the first time the ASEAN foreign ministers and the foreign ministers of the MERCOSUR countries met in November 2008 and they are trying to create what Khun Kiat calls mechanism, process, institution and framework so that together we can facilitate the real exchange between the people, the private sectors, the economists, the investors, the trade because governments can establish, can create, can promote all those within the mechanism and processes but they are only political integration, economic integration will be the private sectors. So, the private sectors of Thailand members of the Thailand’s Federation of Industries and of the Thai Chamber of Commerce and all the audience in this room. The academics, the investors, the potential investors are the real drivers of cooperation and coordination between the two regions contributing to the creation of the new world order.
With reference to statistics from previous speakers, I can only emphasize that from 2003 to 2008, not complete yet. Total export from ASEAN with the Latin American countries, export has grown up by 17.8, 18% equal 23.9, 24, 25 % from the total trade of nine billion US dollars in 2003 to 23.1 billion dollars in 2008 not yet complete, it could be 25. Growth is 19, 20, 22% in various cases. Yes, Dr. Jakarin is right. The share of trade of ASEAN with Latin America for our total trade with the world is only 1.4% almost 1.5% and growth. So taken into consideration that the total population is almost 1.25 billion, taken into consideration that the market on both sides are still very very lucrative and potentially very very open for both sides. We must do more, we must explore more, and we must exchange more. What I hope this SEA-LAC, South East Asia, Latin America, and the Caribbean Trade Center is going to do is to raise the awareness of both sides that there are great potential for both sides of the Pacific. That we must have our best practices here of this side of the Pacific in regional cooperation, in regional community building that the Latin American countries and the Caribbean have their own best practices and achievement that we must learn from and exchange with each other. The distance is certainly very very far, very wide but with modern technology, with modern transport, with modern logistics, we must be further promoted and developed. No corner of the earth, no region of the world is too far apart further than just a click of our computer laptop. So first, there must be that awareness to learn and to explore and to understand each other, there are ways and this center certainly can raise that awareness among us and between us. Second is in your mission. I hope real physical personal exchange will take place. I hope there will be trade missions from Thailand, from Malaysia, from the Philippines, from Indonesia, from Singapore, from the rest of ASEAN Vietnam, Lao, Cambodia, Myanmar, Brunei going each to those major trading centers of Latin America and I hope the practice will flourish. And I hope the atmosphere of political situation in Thailand will welcome trade missions to Thailand and to other parts of ASEAN and that will take government support. That will take government initiative. That will take government leadership. You are all representative. You cannot just say the private sectors now in the government. You go. You must create a new environment, new attraction and new framework for exchange, for real exchange between them. Economics are important. In ASEAN, we have established something and the Executive Director of the ASEAN Foundation can testify to this. We have established something called the Economics Research Institute for ASEAN and East Asia or ERIA because we know that one important reason for closer cooperation, coordination, and common prosperity among the OECD countries is because of the OECD Office located itself. We would do the research or exchange the information. We would promote better understanding among the OECD countries. Well in East Asia, in ASEAN, we need similar institution so we created with the help of government of Japan among the EAS countries emphasis, the Economic Research Institute for East Asia. SEA- LAC can certainly be a partner in that major institution of research so that we have facts, real facts, up-to-date facts nothing but the facts to rely on in our decision making where to invest, when to invest, what to buy, where to buy, and how to promote closer cooperation between us. Academic institutions among themselves, among ourselves are certainly critical for effective cooperation between regions and certainly between South East Asia and Latin America. I also hope that SEA-LAC can also share information with the media in Thailand and beyond because the media is certainly critical or the success of this time of cooperation. Without the media, there won’t be public awareness. Without public awareness, there won’t be public support. Without public support, you can’t do much. You need public participation and you certainly can spear head public participation or the accumulation of knowledge and information about the two regions. What can ASEAN Secretariat do? We are the instrument of the ASEAN governments seeking to integrate any to do that economic community ASEAN by the year 2015. But that community building will need support, cooperation, contribution, participation of the entire spectrum of the ASEAN public and dialogue partners and regions and countries. We would like to see this. The Secretariat must be a network Secretariat so that we can network with the UN headquarters and the UN agencies so that we can network with the university like the University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce. So we can network with your center, SEA-LAC and we can network with various other institutions because for the Secretariat alone, it is impossible to reach out and touch everyone and try to bring all the resources out there and the goodwill out there to help in our community building. This is ASEAN Secretariat network with regional development agencies, Government leaders, the private sectors, the economic institutes, we need to work together to create that initiative so that the community of ASEAN by the year 2015 will become our reality. It is a very very ambitious project. We hope that our Latin American partners through IDB, one institution can work with us and we have already agreed that IDB with the ASEAN foundation shall promote awareness through academic conferences and exchange so that the people and the public of ASEAN would be aware of the opportunities exist on both sides of the Pacific. I hope the institutions in Latin America would reach west, will extend hands and work with so that together we can promote the prosperity of the two regions. Two regions that we set up will set out to do. One thing we have learned is the Vice President is that there is a lot of good will out there for ASEAN to succeed. We set up this thing called the Chiengmai Initiative. We began right after the first round of the financial crisis 1997 that where we made the arrangement between two countries  or bilateral arrangement we call it; Indonesia, Singapore and Thailand, Brunei and the Philippines in case economically one of them is in trouble. The other one will come to the rescue. From that agreement we created confidence among ourselves with the world. We have raised the volume of that arrangement together into something like 50 billion US dollars and recently we have agreed to raise that value and to expand rather than bilateral to multilateral up to 120 billion US dollars, a pool of resources in case we need it. The only problem we have into is Japan and China competing to give more than the other. That’s a problem that any region in the world would want to have. Sixty percent of that 120 billion US dollars, we ask Japan and China to agree to distribute. China said I have to give more than you. Japan said I cannot allow you to give more than us. We will have to give more than you. South Korea came to help us mediate half and half. And the India, Australia standing in the way, we would like to participate contributing into 220 billion dollars. But ASEAN decided to settle with Japan, with Korea, with China, and ten of us first. Then we will open up. They all want us to succeed. Why? I think they all are operating on the same principles. That is ten of these countries in East Asia, South East Asia succeed together in a favor of ASEAN. Prosperous, stable, secure together collectively South East Asia in the world, we will have one less region to worry about. That’s what they were talking in Switzerland. That’s what they talked about at G-20 Summit in London. That’s what they talked about at APEC Leadership meeting. We have that good work and I am sure Latin America has that good work from the world. Together we can contribute to that global effort to create a better global community under the new world order which is to open up for regional organizations to play role, to make a contribution whereas African Union, whereas OAS in Latin America or in the North America, in the American hemisphere whether European Union, whether ASEAN all of us have a contribution to make for a better place, have responsibility to contribute to the new world order. And each of us will become a piece of jigsaw; stable, secure, and progress putting together a new world map. Peace and prosperity will be a change by all our people certainly ASEAN and Latin America. Thank you very much.
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