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Abstract

Family law has been evolved in order to satisfy society requirements. Spouse law in
the past specified that husband took a lead in the family and could marry more than
one wife at the same time. However, this law has been changed and developed to be
the Civil and Commercial Code: Book b: Family which is currently enforced. According
to the Civil and Commercial Code, a man can marry only one woman and the marriage
is lawful provided that it is registered. At present time, there are increasing numbers of
couples who are living together as families without registering such relations as marriage.
Those unregistered couples are not entitle to have legal rights and responsibilities as
of those couples who are registered. Their children are not lawful child of their fathers.
This could be tremendously disadvantageous to such families. Considering the evolution
of the Thai family laws, there has been no provisions recognizing same-sex marriage. In
addition, same sex couples have never been recognized as lawful couples, although there
have been an increasing demands from such group for same-sex marriage legalization. It

is questionable whether it is the time for Thailand to start legalizing same-sex marriage.

Keywords: Family, Marriage, Same-sex Couples
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