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Abstract

The National Reform Steering Assembly has an idea to abolish the Tambon Council
and Tambon Administrative Organization Act of 1994, the Thesaban Act of 1953, and
the Provincial Administrative Organization Act of 1997; and to propose a draft act of
the Local Government Code of .... and the Local Government Code. Accordingly, the
small Tambon Administrative Organizations (TAO) have to be merged. This will result
in the end of TAQO, the local administrative organization (LAO) that works closest to the
public. A number of problems can arise, i.e. decentralization such as unable to address
actual problems of the public; lessen the public participation; harden the operation of
the enlarged LAOs, etc. Certain practical problems are such as more fierce competition
among administrators of LAOs; cultural issues of different areas; positions payment,
etc. These problems can occur in all merged LAOs. The author argues that there is no
need to merge these small LAOs only to demonstrate the reform since there are more
cons than pros. Instead, the small LAO should remain while abolishing the middle or

large LAO who is unable to address the actual problems of the public.
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