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Abstract

Thailand has encountered problems with application of signboard tax law due to
complexity of the law and therefore it is needed to be amended. This study aims to
study problems of signboard tax and present solutions for such problems. This research
adopts documentary research method and has its framework specific to Thailand with
practical examples from Singapore and England. The research issues can be divided
according to the problems as follows. First, the problem with the definition of signboard
taxes and the determination of tax rate of “signs which are moved by machine or by
any other means”. Second, problems with taxpayers and filing tax returns with the
problem about who is responsible for submitting the registration form to pay signboard
tax since this signboard is constantly changing format of the advertisement or its content
can easily added. These may lead to difficulty in tax examination and evaluation by
tax officers. Third, problems with the power to inspect and assess signboard tax by
authorized officers. Also procedures for tax inspection are not specified. Therefore,
it is an opportunity for the authority to use his power to inspect property unnecessarily,
which may affect people’s privacy. Fourth, there are problems relating to notification of
tax assessment given by competent authority. Fifth, differentiation between surcharge
and fine is problematic. This study shall propose solution of the said problems with
recommendations based on principle of taxation and best practices from Singapore

and the United Kingdom in order to reform signboard tax law in the future.

Keywords: signboard tax, tax, signboard
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' CITY OF LONDON DRAFT SIGN BY-LAW, available at: <www.sac-ace.ca/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/City-of-
London-Draft-Sign-By-law-PEC.pdf>, accessed 7 May 2020.
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Majesty’s Stationery Office and Queen’s of Acts of Parliament, The Town and Country Planning, (Control of

Advertisements), (England), Regulations [Online], available at: <www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/
uploads/attachment_data/file/7788/1566909.pdf>, accessed 7 May 2020.
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The official website of the City of London, Sign Permit Process and Application, available at: <www.london.ca/

business/Permit-Licences/Sign-Permits/Pages/Sign-Permit-Process-Application.aspx>, accessed 7 May 2020.
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% The official website of the City of London, Building E-Portal, available at: <www.london.ca/online-services/Pages/

Building-E-Portal.aspx>, accessed 7 May 2020.
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