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Femininity and Kathoey Body Construction
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Abstract

The objectives of this research are to study the meaning of the “Femininity” of Kathoey and the
process of body construction as an identity construction. The theoretical framework adopted is that
of power and discourse concept of Michel Foucault and Identity concept. The data is collected by
in-depth interview of 22 people. As a result of the study, Kathoey bring a set of knowledge about

femininity under the norm of heterosexuality as a reference. They value the femininity above
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masculinity but having a variety of feminine consciousness. In addition, the characteristics of the
femininity of Kathoey overlap with beauty discourse. The decision to change their body to be a women
are made from their conscious femininity for gender achievement which is sex reassignment surgery.
Kathoey do not decision by themselves but there are many social institutions influence the process.
However, achieving the feminine ideal does not happen to all of Kathoey because there are socio-
economic factors that co-work with the discourse of femininity and become a limitation of some
Kathoey. Presenting the identity of femininity through the body of Kathoey has a variety but it is a

variety under reason and limitation that Kathoey do not choose by themselves.

Keywords: Kathoey Femininity Identity Discourse
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