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Abstract
“Independent Vietnam” sounds a horn 39tO©1DP aF /5SS WKeL NqQ O
To appeal to our people young and old. X JUL GkQ WD wuC 03Q J
Solidarity is as durable as iron. RjQ NGW YwQJ EILQ QKA NKYL

In order to save our country, Vietham, togetherK F*QJ QKDX FgX 'QACF 1DP
The expansion of colonialism is one of the most crucial political crises in Southeast Asia. In
Vietnam, the invasion of French colonialists in the nineteenth century led to the rise of a huge
number of Vietnamese anti-colonial movements. The anti-colonialists used different kinds of

media including leaflets, posters, songs and newspapers to disseminate information and enjoin

' Pham Mai Hung (ed.), % iR 9LOW 1D R94&-F94%IFnoi: Lao Dong Publishing House, 2000),

p. 15.
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the Vietnamese people to join the resistance. These were also used as mediums to communicate
among cadres in organizing their movements. Newspapers were one of the most effective forms
of address to provoke and convince the people to join the resistance movements. The most
influential newspaper of the Vietnamese resistance was U9 LEW 1DP ) YoF ThsS
Independent Vietnam,” launched in 1941 and in circulation until 1945. The newspaper was first
established by President Ho Chi Minh in1941. The distinctive characteristic of this newspaper
was its use of slogans, mottos, poems, cartoons, domestic news and world news to promote anti-
colonial propaganda. The HOLEW 1D P’ téWsphpeS was widely circulated in the North
Vietnam, especially in areas occupied by the Viet Minh. This study explores the efficacy of the
‘Viet Nam Doc Lap’ or The Independent Vietnam, to spur the anti-colonial movement in
Vietnam. It considers the newspaper’s contents, strategies, and concepts characteristic of the anti-
colonial movement and how the newspaper employed them as propaganda elements between

1941 and 1945.

The emergence of the 9LEW 1DP {The ItdSpendent Newspaper)

In February 1941, 1JX\EQ $t (4HOEhi Minh) returned to Vietnam from China
after participating in the anti-colonial movement overseas for 20 years. After 4 X Q@dme back, he
established the 9LEWh Q9LEW 1DP YF /+S xQod tHe [V@t€ant I¥idependence
League in a cave in 33F 9&Nprth Vietnam in May 1941., 4 X Oektablished the League’s
newspaper HO9LEW 1DP of Rhe/ In&flendent Vietnam’ in August 1941 to introduce the
movement to his countrymen. The newspaper’s first issue introduced it as a common public
newspaper.” This newspaper however, later on became very influential and an important
propaganda tool of the Viet Minh political movement especially during the Second World War

when Japanese troops invaded Vietnam and took over the French colonial regime.3 This

? Pham Mai Hung (ed.), % iR 9LOW 1D R945E94%pSI1.

3 Pierre Brocheux, Ho Chi Minh: A biographytranslated by Claire Duiker (New York: Cambridge
University Press, 2007), p. 198.
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newspaper was also used as the Party’s local newspaper.* It was used as a ‘teaching example’

and a guide for journalists on how to address audiences from all levels and of different classes.”

The ‘Independent Vietnam’ newspaper was one of the revolutionary newspapers
published after ‘Le Paria’, ‘Thanh nien (The Youth)’ and ‘Than ai’. These newspapers were also
established by Nguyen Ai Quoc (Ho Chi Minh) citing these newspapers as symbols - ‘the tree of
freedom common to all countrymen.’ The newspaper was produced through a simple process,
using carbon paper and a flat rock. It came out three times a month. During the first phase of
publication, the master copy was hand-written and was later printed through a lithographic
process using stones.” About four hundred copies were printed for each issue. The printing
process involved two systems, the rudimentary stone and gelatin technique and, of grinding stone
to a very smooth surface. Acid was used to inscribe letters in mirror-image, then ink and sugar-
juice solution were spread over the stone for each paper sheet printed.® The newspaper addressed
reader in all levels, especially the poor, uneducated people and comrades.” During the first phase
of the newspaper’s production, it was used to propagate the Vietnamese anti-colonial movement
in Cao B mg province. The newspaper was also used as an inter-provincial media of the Vi
Minh in Cao B mg and B3F & ¥rovinces. At the height of the newspaper’s production, its
circulation included the three provinces of Cao B mg, B3 F & ¥ Q [ 6k,(Fom the issues
numbered 187 to 225. During the World War II (1939-1945), the French force was weakened by
the Japanese troops. The ‘Independent Vietnam’ newspaper was in circulation until the
Vietnamese Great Revolution in August 1945.'°

H xChi Minh was the newspaper’s editor and greatly influenced the paper’s style of

writing. He did not only shaped and edit newspaper’s content, he also occasionally contributed

* William J. Duiker, Ho Chi Minh(New South Wales: Allen & Unwin, 2000), p. 251.

> Robert James Hurle, Propaganda and the People: An Examination of Persuasion in the Struggle for
Independence i® L Dam to 1954 A thesis submitted in fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of
Master of Philosophy in the Faculty of Asian Studies, Australian National University), p. 66.

6 Pham Mai Hung (ed.), %iR 9LOW 1D R94&E94%pSI 1.

7 Robert James Hurle, Propaganda and the People: An Examination of Persuasion in the Struggle for
Independence i® L @am to 1954p. 66 & Pham Mai Hung (ed.), % iR 9LOW 1D R94&E945pS
5.

¥ David G. Marr, Vietham 1945: The quest for pow8erkeley: University of California Press, 1995), p.
175.

? Ibid, p. 175.
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line drawings and helped with the printing.'' He wrote a column for the paper, as an artist, drew
propaganda pictures, and participated in printing the newspaper from stone.'? In 1942, after Ho
Chi Minh left for China, 3 Kn¥V n xng took responsibility for ‘Independent Vietnam’ until
May 1945. The newspaper began to utilize simple language to make it more understandable and
to touch the local people. It was sold at a cheap price. A subscription for one month (3 issues)
cost 1 hao (one tenth of a Yy #g). Money and other material such as sandals, salt, and rice were
contributed to the VLEW 0 TH Knewspaper was printed on 20 x 30 cm sheet of
paper."*Contributors’ names and details of contributions were faithfully recorded in each issue.
People who wanted to read this newspaper had to pay. The reason that the newspaper was not
given for free was that people tend to value more highly those things for which they pay.'* The
initial issue was numbered ‘101’ on August 1%, 1941 and the final issue was numbered ‘235’ on
December 16", 1945.

The newspaper was the mouthpiece of the Vietnamese anti-colonial movement. The
newspaper aimed to appeal to all Vietnamese from all sectors, from the old and young male and
female, workers, peasants, intellectuals in order to go against the Japanese troops and the French
colonialists, especially during the Second World War from 1939 to 1945. Ho Chi Minh wrote in
its editorial column that, ‘Independent Vietnam’ newspaper was established to become a symbol,
that of the tree of freedom.'” This newspaper would also become the medium of the Vietnamese
resistance against invaders such as French colonialists and Japanese troops. 1 JX\EQ $t (4%OF
Chi Minh) mentioned that “The West makes our countrymen be foolish, makes our people
humble. Stupid have to be poor (vile). We are poor and stupid so that they are easy to rule us
easy to tyrannize, and easy to plundel® Furthermore, the French colonialists did not allow the
Vietnamese access news from within the country and also from the rest of the world. There were
two ways the Vietnamese were made foolish or poor, either by veiling their eyes and not giving
them freedom to establish local Vietnamese newspapers. + XChi Minh stated the neccessity and
importance of the newspaper as it urged the Vietnamese to fight the the French colonialists and

Japanese troops that invaded Vietnam and convince them to be ardent about their country. It

"' David Marr, Vietnam 1945: The quest for powpr 175.

'2 Pham Mai Hung (ed.), BAR 9L OW 1 D P1941F19455. 5.
" Pham Mai Hung (ed.), % iR 9LOW 1D R945hF4%5pSs.
'* Pham Mai Hung (ed.), % iR 9LOW 1D R945F94%pSI1.
"> Pham Mai Hung (ed.), % iR 9LOW 1D R945F94%pSI1.
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recounted how the Vietnamese rose up in arms against an oppressive rule in the South and all
over Vietnam. Its importance did not only focus on local news but also on news from other parts
of the world. + x D @isulssed the importance of the newspaper at a time when almost all
newspapers were not for the Vietnamese. They supported the French colonialists and Japanese
troops such as the { Q-Phap newspaper. These papers also distorted the truth, for instance,
when people did not have salt or oil, and did not have food to eat, all newspapers did not write
the truth, instead presenting Vietnam as peaceful and prosperous. Therefore, ‘Vi ENam Yc L °
newspaper was very instrumental to end this fabrication of lies. It would benefit the Vietnamese
to know every movement, to know solidarity, in order to go against the colonialists, against the

Japanese troops, and for Viet Nam to gain independence, equality and freedom."”

Contents and elements of the newspaper

Each issue carried certain columns consisting ‘Editorial Column,” ‘“World News,” ‘Local
News,” ‘Garden of Poetry,” ‘Line drawing,” and ‘Contributors.” ‘World issues’ contains the
issues of ‘amity’ consisting Russia and China, and the issues of ‘enmity’ consisting Germany and
Japan. The main contents are about the progress of World War II in Europe. World news showed
the weakness and disadventages of the French and Japan and the situation of the Second World
War. The newspaper supported their amity and always indicated that Russia and China would
finally gain victory. The writer provided the reason why these two countries would win. The
reason was that because Russia and China were the revolutionary countries, big areas, a lot of
people and soldiers. The two countries were better than Germany, therefore; Russia determined
to win, Germany determined to lose.'® According to the newspaper’s point of view, Russia was a
good friend of the people who was oppressed by the colonialists and invaders. The newspaper,
however, denounced about the crime and the barbarous about the Fascist Japanese (Phat xit
1 K % Whd the French who repressed and overcharged the Vietnamese.'” The relationship
between China and Vietnam always mentioned as an ally. The newspaper mentioned that China
and Vietnam were very close, had the similar economic system, and had the common culture.
The newspaper arouse to the readers that China and Vietnam became closer because China was

invaded by Japanese troops, and also Vietnam was also invaded by Japanese troops. Furthermore,

' Pham Mai Hung (ed.), % iR 9LOW 1D R94HF4%HS.
'8 Pham Mai Hung (ed.), % iR 9LOW 1D R945F94%pSI4.

' Pham Mai Hung (ed.), % iR 9LOW 1D R94hE94%pSs.
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China and Vietnam also had the same aim that was to expel the Japanese troops.20 Therefore,
Vietnam had to help China in order that China would help Vietnam.?'

In terms of the ‘Domestic issue’, the newspaper focused on the Vietnamese resistance
with the French colonialists and Japanese troops, as well as the Vietnamese suffering from the
French colonialists and the Japanese troops. The newspaper exemplified the cruel of the French
colonialists and Japanese troops that the Vietnamese was commandeered to be the coolies of the
French to fight in a battle. The newspaper wrote that the Vietnamese coolies did not have enough
rice to eat and had to suffer from cold weather without coal or cloths. Instead of dying for the
French colonialists, the newspaper appealed the Vietnamese were better to die or to sacrifice for
their motherland. The newspaper also criticized the reason that the French had the policy to every
village constructing schools with three reasons. This policy contrasts to the previous policy under
the colonial rule since they did not allow the Vietnamese to be literate or educated. The three
reasons were because they did not want the youth follow the revolution just to work for their life,
to ask the youth make an observation the revolutionary unit or movement in the village, and to
hire the secret police called * P 5W WdalyPin the French colony). The French, therefore, spent
the money of the village to this work and they could say that they civilized our people (the
Vietnamese).”> The editor logically presented about the reason that the Vietnamese must have
this newspaper because it would be a medium to attack the French colonialists and Japanese

troops by words.

Training and Teaching campaign

There were many themes that the editor attempted to shape the readers. The newspaper
had to set as a secret as they mentioned that ‘If you see in some place and nobody is around, then,
you have to burn i® One of the important messages to the people who came under the
influence of the ‘Independent Vietnam’ was to keep the existence of the newspaper and the Viet
Minh organizational movement as a secret. The issue that first proclaimed the publication as
“The organ of the Viet Minh” warned readers to keep secret three times on its masthead and
secret is a theme running through many issues that was advocated as being especially necessary

in opposing terrorism from the French and Japanese troops.

% Pham Mai Hung (ed.), %iR 9LOW 1D B94&F94%pSI5.
! Pham Mai Hung (ed.), % iR 9LOW 1D R945F94%pp. 18-19.
* Pham Mai Hung (ed.), %iR 9LOW 1 D B94%F94%pSI0.

» Pham Mai Hung (ed.), %iR 9LOW 1D B94&F94%5p24.
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Another regular theme is the history of the Vietnamese people and the glorious of
sacrifice. Issue numbered 154 of 1 March 1943 urged women (sisters — chi em) to remember the
Trung sisters and their fight against the Chinese in the year 43 CE, while issue numbered 160 of
1 May 1943 urged everyone to remember the fine battle tactics of the hero Prince Tran Hung
Dao, who defeated invaders from the Chinese Yuan (Nguyen in Vietnamese) dynasty on the
Bach Dang river in Spring of the Year 1288. The Viet Minh could promote a way of propagating
the names of national heroes or revolutionary terms and make names for association members,
for villages, for cantons, for districts, provinces, such as % Y L &pfokiXce, 7 U « Q disifict,
Quang Trung area, Hoang Hoa Tham canton, Khang Phap mountain district, ~ X 7 U Hilgh¥vay,
7 U N Q JhigHvey, etc. The editor also encouraged and praised the Vietnamese who sacrificed
and be courageous to fight with the French colonialists and Japanese troops. The word Con Chau
/¥ F + xuQudlly occurs in order to propagate the sense of the same race and ancestors. The
newspaper also had the story of youth or children who were the model when they helped the Viet
Minh’s work.**

Solidarity was the main concept in the propaganda campaign by the Viet Minh. 1 JX\E Q
$t 4 X{hfed that the most powerful weapon in struggling with the terrorists, which meant the
French colonialists and the Japanese troops, was that the solidarity of the Vietnamese
countrymen. There were the different forms of language in the newspaper to appeal the ordinary
people such as the prose, slogans and poems. One example of the poems was published in the
issue numbered 123 on April 21, 1942 taught the success of a difficult work, picking up a big
stone, by people solidarity.

A big stone, a heavy stone [HOQ Vi, WRY Vi P?QJ

Just only one person. Unable to pick up. [ & KQ PaW QJielL 1K7F NK{QJ Y}
A heavy stone. An euduring stone, [+zQ Vi QPQ Vi EIQ

Just only small people. Unable to pick up. & KQ tW IXIfikINK{RJ OrQ

A big stone. A heavy stone, [+zQ ViWR Vi 9?2QJ

Many people pick up. Able to pickup. [1KLIX QJAielKQR7GrQ y?QJ

Realize to be one power, Realizetobe inone mimbLIGW ¢ @l &Y y[RJI O0zQ.

Whatever difficult work. Do it completely! 9LOF JUjRKREQJIJ[RQJ
Fight with Japanese, French. Save our freedonj! iQK 1KPh#.' QK WYy GR

** Pham Mai Hung (ed.), %iR 9LOW 1 D B94% F94%5pSR9.
7



Proceedings and E-Journal of the 7th AMSAR Conference on Roles of Media during Political Crisis
Bangkok, Thailand, 20™ May 2009

Being a difficult work. Being a big work. [LAYLOE/NKYQF WR
If we realize to be in one mind, [IGX FK+-RUGMDYV[.RJ OzQJ
Then all that work, determine to be success. 7Ku YL O R\BW WKJFOK F{QJ

Apart from the newspaper, the Viet Minh documents presented that the influence of songs
was also worthy of special attention. Nothing was more quickly popular with the masses, nor
excites them than singing. If a new song appears, then everyone learnt it by heart, women,
children, all learn it by heart. The Viet Minh stated that a very few young people who could read
did not have copy-books of songs, and singing in local areas springs up like mushrooms. There
were no conferences, no meeting, that close without eloquent and sad songs.”® In this stage, the
‘Independent Vietnam’ was the medium to publish all these propaganda songs in many issues.
Furthermore, The Viet Minh organization in northern Vietnam also organized a small exhibition
of pictures including of the cruel Japanese enemy, and flags and banners of revolutionary
organization and skilful display, the exhibitions have become a demonstration of the people
opposing the Japanese. If the exhibition teams arrived somewhere and opened a meeting, it
became quite lively. The Viet Minh used the newspaper to shape their work about the exhibition
and to provide the reasons that why they need to arrange the exhibition. The Viet Minh
established the Red Wind propaganda team which was only just organized in June 1943, and it
has become famous. In the Viet Minh document, they gave a special thank to the skilful selection
of propaganda programs, including speeches which were clear, intelligible, easy to understand,
about urgent matters such as: why we must unite, asking where the revolutionary would be
successful, when to rise up, how to oppose terror, preparation of armaments for the uprising,
scorched earth, and one other items was the songs that are composed by the propaganda teams
and were much loved, and in any cases where they were liked, the teams agreed to “publish”
immediately. But in the end it was due to the wide and generous organization if the propaganda
teams that they have that position and activity, and develop their influence. Therefore, the value
for Viet Nam Doc Lap lied not only in the items donated, but in the sense of, and feeling for

community to encourage, to shape and to appeal the local people against the French colonialists

* Pham Mai Hung (ed.), %iR 9LOW 1D B94% F94%pS8s.
%6 Translation of a Viet Minh Document “Kinh nghi n Viet Minh &Vi EB %,” pp. 155-157.
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and Japanese troops. Ho Chi Minh also wrote a short pamphlet on the tactics of guerrilla warfare

to serve as an instruction manual for the portion of the course that provided military training.”’

‘Viet Nam Doc Lap”: the mouth of piece in the anti-colony movement

The importance of the ‘9 LEW 1D P ’¥efwspap& can be defined as a medium of the
connection among the Viet Minh cadres, as well as the Vietnamese people. The undated review
of Viet Minh activity entitled Experiences of the Viet Minh in Northern Vietnam discusses five
important types of propaganda materials used in northern Vietnam — the newspaper Viet Nam
Doc Lap, books, songs, exhibitions and the Red Wind propaganda team. In the record of the Viet
Minh organization, the newspaper ‘Independent Vietnam’ was a small paper, written very
simply, concise and easy to understand, very ordinary yet its influence was very great. It was, to
some degree, the spirit of the organizations of national salvation in Northern Vietnam: wherever
it went it spread revolutionary influence there, it was a credit to stable organization there, It
provided help for small groups to meet for discussion; it taught cadres great experience in their
work, it provoked matters of revolutionary competition, it provoked a spirit of unity in
associations; it criticized general defects of the regions, it raised high revolutionary examples for
everyone to copy, it pressed for urgent work such as communications, self defense. The
newspaper ‘Independent Vietnam’ formed the Viet Minh Organization in a great lesson. The
newspaper wrote the material for the masses which must suit their level, must be universal, easily
understand, concise. This special lesson had high value, because in the Viet Minh association,
there were still comrades who continue to write articles for length, for a high level, to the extent
that cadres could see, while not fully understanding, to nothing of the masses. Propaganda
materials differed from published books in northern Vietnam, and also from newspapers, which

was based on following the needs and the level of the masses for writing.

Conclusion

The ‘Viet Nam Doc Lap’ newspaper was used as the supply the high information in
political issues, to look at the world wider and to know that way that revolutionary movement
Vietnam and the situation around the world. The newspaper reflected to bold the revolutionary
movement of the base area from 1942 to 1945. Through the newspaper, the reader would clearly

see the guideline and the way of the Party and President Ho Chi Minh that presented the

*” William J Duiker, Ho Chi Minh(New South Wales: Allen & Unwin, 2000), p. 259.
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concreted way, a very special method and the literary style which is very easy to understand,
profound and create being moved to the readers. Ho Chi Minh wrote by using the penname, not
designate, and borrowed the other person’s name. The readers would clearly see the ideology of
Ho Chi Minh, his style, method of him. The themes of the propaganda are those of nation
building, whether it was that to resist aggressors who would appropriate the land for their own, to
build a sense of community, to increase the productive capacity of the land, or to create the
knowledge and the resilience of the people. Above all, this newspaper was the unity of the
people, the inclusion of all of the ethnic groups, the unity of the three parts of Vietnam which
was important in the propaganda. The ‘Independent Vietnam’ newspaper was simply produced,
and distributed by word of mouth in many places. It opened up the rest of the world to the
Vietnamese in the north. It put the idea of Viet Nam into their perspective, gave them a sense of
nation. A nation was that to wait for its time and for its independence. For the people who
participated in the Viet Minh, the cadre made them felt as a part of a worldwide struggle. The
newspaper was very successful to use many methods for propaganda, the content of the
propaganda limited to several slogans such as the whole people united, prepared arms for the
uprising, fight the French, fought with the Japanese troops and the French colonialists to gain the
independent Vietnam. The ‘Independent Vietnam’ held the Vietnamese experience of the masses,

use methods in order to touch people heart and to trust the masses.
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