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Abstract

“Alcohol Consumption” is a leading cause of injury and diseases which seriously impact Thai society.
Recently, some of the government sectors have issued policies including campaigns aiming to minimize the
impacts caused by alcohol consumption, particularly those under the responsibilities of Thai Health Promotion
Foundation or “ThaiHealth” which have been carried out since B.E. 2546 (2003).

The “Stop Drinking” advertising campaign by ThaiHealth, as part of the “No Alcohol during Buddhist
Lent” campaign, aims to inform the public how alcohol consumption can seriously harm the society. Fifty
“Stop Drinking” television advertisements were analyzed in terms of the persuasive strategies used, and the
findings reveal that the creators of these advertisements present their stories in an exaggerated way together
with various types of humor to convince the target audience, i.e. irony, an unexpected turning point, or
deviated behaviors. Besides this, the audience will be moved by the scenes in the advertising campaigns.
Famous movie stars were also chosen to be the presenters aiming to convince the audience to realize the
serious impact of alcohol consumption. Another effective strategy used in the advertisements is interviewing
those who used to be heavy drinkers.

With these strategies together with the language effectively used in the advertisements, the
ThaiHealth’s “Stop Drinking” advertising campaigns on television tend to be successful in shaping up the
audience’s behaviors, social values, and attitudes towards alcohol consumption. However, it is rather difficult
to convince all alcoholic drinkers to entirely stop their drinking habits. It is expected that the ThaiHealth’s
“Stop Drinking” advertising campaigns, which have been continuously run on television, will be able to
convince some of the target audience to reduce their alcohol consumption. Nevertheless, those who are not
able to stop drinking should be aware of the serious impact caused by alcohol. They should know how to

control their drinking habits and never cause any problems to their families and the society they belong to.

Keywords : ThaiHealth, advertising campaign, strategy, exaggerated, realistic, humor, irony, creation of

conflict, unexpected turning point, deviated behaviors, to be moved, convince, interview
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