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Abstract

Star gossip via SMS conveying stars’ personal lives and love affairs through mobile phones
has its linguistically distinctive features when compared to star gossip as appeared in other forms of
media. This is probably due to the fact that the number of fonts used in star gossip via SMS is
limited. The SMS itself does not allow readers to spend much time reading the messages delivered.
Besides, the target group tends to be teenagers. With all these factors, the language used in star

gossip via SMS is considered as vernacular with a lot of shortened words, slang, and offensive
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language, aiming to convey both pictures and emotions to readers. Six hundred and sixty-nine
pieces of SMS related to star gossip were collected and linguistically analyzed. The findings reveal
that the linguistic features used in star gossip via SMS can be categorized into 7 groups: use of
nominal modifiers to help give much clearer pictures of the situations, use of adverbs to help convey
emotions, use of idiomatic expressions, use of aggressive language, use of words with negative
meaning, use of words with overt or covert meaning, and use of words with exaggerate meaning.

In conclusion, the six linguistic features used in star gossip via SMS are effectively used in
accordance with the media channel (SMS through mobile phones) and the target readers
(teenagers). Consequently, the readers clearly and quickly perceive and understand the messages
conveyed. However, it can be said that the widespread use of jargon in the star gossip via SMS may
affect the target readers in many aspects. It is not appropriate to use jargon in conveying such a
message to those teenage readers. Besides, the stars’ secret lives and pictures taken by paparazzi

may cause teenagers to imitate the stars’ inappropriate behaviors.
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