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Title Riddles : Playing with Semantics in Language
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Abstract

“Riddles” is a linguistic puzzle which plays with meaning. Word meaning is the key role in
building up questions being asked in the game. Those who take part in this linguistics puzzle need to
think deeply and wittingly to get a clue to the answer. This paper aims to study the strategies used in
playing with the meaning of words occurred in both the riddles and answers. The findings reveal that
“riddles” strategically plays with meaning at the word level, both lexical meaning and contextual meaning.
Interestingly, while the lexical meaning in the riddles is merely denotation, the contextual meaning can

be either connotative meaning or hinted meaning.
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