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Abstract

In the past 10 years (1998 — 2007), Thailand had produced the total amount of 10,561.73
thousand tons of broiler chicken. On average the domestic consumption of broilers chicken is 70 percent
of all the production. However, Thailand faced severe Avian Influenza outbreak problem. The Thai
Government had to take measure to control the outbreak by slaughtering all types of poultry, because
they may carry contagious disease to humans. Thailand also faced broiler production problem resulting
in loss of income due to the need to import broiler breeds from overseas in order to reproduce broiler
chicks for sale. The cost of producing broilers has also become higher because the materials for making
animal feeds are not sufficient to serve the need in Thailand. The weakening of Thai currency has also
caused higher price for processed chicken meat from Thailand. Therefore, the outbreak of Avian
Influenza highly has highly negative impact on the broilers market. It is crucial to study and analyze the
overview of broiler production, consumption, market and the situation of Avian Influenza on broilers in
Thailand before and after outbreak crisis, in order to perform analysis of demand and supply of broilers
in Thailand as well as factors which impacted the domestic demand and supply. The information from
this study will be useful for production planning and marketing of broiler products of Thailand in the
future.

The objectives of this study are to perform general studies of the production, consumption and
the market of Thailand’s broiler products before and after the Avian Flu crisis and the situation of Avian
Flu in Thailand and also to analyze factors that impacted the demand and supply of Thailand’s broiler
products before and after the Avian Flu crisis.

The results of this study show that the elasticity of supply for Thailand’s broiler products on the
price of live chicken received by farm owners, price of broiler chicks, price of processed chicken meat
and the outbreak of Avian Flu are 0.377, -0.417, -0.546 and -0.455 respectively. The elasticity of demand
for Thailand’s broiler products on the price of cut-up chicken meat, price of cut-up pork, retail price of
fresh water fish, National Income per capita and the outbreak of Avian Flu are -0.899, 0.578, 0.701,

1.724 and -2.206 respectively

Keywords: Broiler (Chicken), the Avian Flu Crisis
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